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the Tribunal in order to prove the existence of criminal consipracy.
The formula is: * 'Remove our sufferings or we close our shops, sus-
pend our business and we ourselves shall starve." There is no doubt
that a great and effective demonstration was degraded by cries such
as "HaiHai Rowlatt Bill"1, "HaiHai George mar gtya"*9 or by an
inspector of the C.I.D. having been beaten and driven out; or by
disgraceful sheets like the Danda Akhbar or by the destruction of
pictures of Their Majesties. The accused could not be held res-
ponsible for them any more than Mr, Shafi and others who were en-
deavouring to bring about peace. What right had the Govern-
ment to launch out a prosecution for criminal conspiracy or, what
is worse, for waging war against the King in respect of men who
are not proved to have brought about any of these excesses, whose
whole character and status make them almost proof against any
such incitements? Whatever may be the technical view of expres-
sion "waging war", to dub a powerful agitation against an odious
law an act of war is descent to the ludicrous. One might as well
incriminate a Government for the unauthorized crimes of its ser-
vants, If the acts of Lala Duni Chand, Lala Harkishan Lai and his
co-accused were acts of war, no organized agitation is possible in*
the country. And as organized agitation must be the breath of pub-
lic life when there is stagnation in the body politic, whether of a
social* economic, or political character, it must be counted as a
"merit" to wage war after the style of the Lahore accused.

The whole of the judgment is tinged with a political bias. This
is how the judges dismiss from their consideration the previous
record of the accused:

Before proceeding to consider the case of each accused, it is necessary to
remark that rtach of them according to their station in life have been able
to produce tcHtimontttlft from more or less eminent members of the society
lo their moderation and loyalty. These could doubtless have been multi-
plied a* often nx they w failed. Some of them again have been able to show
that in recent times* they havtt not merely prayed for the success of the
BritHih arm* but have; advocated War Loans, helped in recruiting and have
rvcti "given" relative* to the Indian Defence Force or clerks for Meso-
potamia, PerJutp* all of these efforts were not very valuable, and it has
to IK* remembered that nftme of the accused are men who are always in
the limelight j but we have no doubt that every one of them, however
much he may dhlike the existing Government, at least preferred it to

"Damn the Rowlatt Bill"
"Damn George; he is dead**.